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Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center Fall 2015 

Nature NewsNature News  

Nature Camp 

2015 
Jackie Taylor & Kate Ptak 

 

 The Nature Camp 

kids on South Bass enjoyed 

learning all about Monarch 

Butterflies and Caves this 

summer!  They also 

learned about invasive  

species with Ranger Kathi 

Holbrook, getting their Junior Ranger Badge while on a tour to the top of the  

monument. These were the first campers to receive their badges on the top of the  

monument!  It was a beautiful day and we could see all the way to Canada.  

We learned about South Bass Islands unique Karst Topography and all about caves by 

going to Perry’s Cave and Crystal Cave. Thank you Perry’s Cave and Heineman’s Win-

ery for the nice tours and yummy grape juice after touring Crystal Cave. We went to the 

South Bass Lighthouse to learn about Monarch Butterflies. We collected caterpillars 

and released adult monarch butterflies that were raised at a certified butterfly garden,  

followed by a tour to the top of the lighthouse!  

 The older campers  

enjoyed a kayaking adventure 

from Kayak the Bay. We  

paddled around Gibraltar Island 

and into the inlet by the bay. We 

had a fun time camping at South 

Bass Island State Park with 17 

kids for the Environmental  

Adventure Camp I.  

 For the first time ever  

Environmental Adventure Camp 

II camped out on North Bass 

Island for two nights and three 

days! A record 32 campers plus 

staff and volunteers from South 

Bass and Middle Bass got aboard the Sonny S.  We were dropped off, walked up to our  

camping destination at the schoolhouse with our camping gear, and prepared for the  

adventures at North Bass! Native Robin Cadez entertained us the first night with a 

North Bass historical presentation and walk. We developed “leave no trace” camping 

skills and etiquette. Orienteering, and knot tying were a large part of the camp out… 

also, we enjoyed much needed swimming!  
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Nature Camp continued from pg. 1 

 We would 

like to thank all 

these presenters 

mentioned above 

as well as Glenn 

Cooper for his  

kayak chase boat. 

Thanks to our 

hardworking staff 

Lisa Brohl, Jackie 

Taylor, Kate Ptak, Tina Larson, Debbie Larcey, Addison 

Torrence, Hailey and Austin Halterman and wonderful 

assistants and volunteers Tatyana Kowalski, Steve  

Roberts, Cathy Weber, Leah Bilski, Valerie Chornyak, 

and Gene Zajac! We couldn’t put camp together without 

all the great ideas and lots of 

support!  

 Thanks to our supporters 

the Put-in-Bay Recreation  

Committee, Miller Boat Line for 

passage for speakers, the Ohio 

Division of Wildlife for books, 

magazines and tattoos, the OSU 

Stone Lab for support, our staff 

and volunteers at LEINWC for 

copying and stapling, and  

Jeanette Luecke for  

registrations.  

 Thanks to those who 

provided food and supplies for 

the campouts- The Price Fami-

ly, Kira Hubner, Cathy Weber, 

Susie Ash, Krista Calfee, Lisa 

Duncan, and Todd Frederick 

  We really appreciate 

all the help we get in teaching 

kids about the beautiful islands 

they live and play on! With the 

100 kids who participate in 

Nature Camp at the Bay each 

year, we are bursting at the 

seams at the LEINWC.  

Consider a donation to our 

Building Addition Fund so 

that we can 

have a nice 

screened,  

covered porch 

on the back of 

the Center to  

accommodate 

more Nature 

campers in all 

weather! 

Lets Go 

Krogering! 
 

The LEINWC is now 

part of the  
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM! 

Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com 

Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy and register 

your card with the LEINWC  

 Enter NPO #-54153 or name of organization  

 select organization from list and click on confirm.  

 

All of the reward points will go toward the 

Wildlife Center Building Addition  

Funding! 

WILD TUESDAY’S 
Our popular Wild Tuesday 

programs were another  

awesome hit this summer! The 

programs have been an ongo-

ing success since 2009 when 

Kristin Stanford started doing 

outreach events about the Lake 

Erie Water Snake.  Since then 

we have expanded the programs with a variety of hands-

on interactive experiences for visitors. This year we 

kicked off the Wild Tuesday programs with island native 

Joseph Byrnes who brought his lizards and geckos.  

Gorman Nature Center came with owls, Ottawa National 

Wildlife Refuge did a program on Endangered Species, 

Crawford County Parks did a fun program on  

salamanders, and we had a variety of other programs on 

snakes, fish, bats, and butterflies. These fun and free  

programs average around 100 

visitors per program and have 

been a great way to teach  

visitors about Ohio’s native 

wildlife! Thank you to every-

one who has helped with the 

programs and participate! 
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Books for Sale at the Wildlife Center! 

Curious Critters– By: David FitzSimmons 

$19.95 

Look Around Books– By Tony King 

Backyard Birds, Life in the Grass, Freshwater Edge, Camouflage,  

Wildlife in Town, Swamp Nearby, Bluebird Neighborhood 

$3.50/book 

Middle Bass Island Eco-Tour & History Tour 

By: PIB Township Park District 

$5.00 

Ohio Lake Erie Birding Trail Guide Book 

$15.00 

PIB Retrospect  

By: Zoe Titchener 

$20.00 

Birds of Western Lake Erie 

By: Milton & Mary Trautman 

$30.00 

Wildflowers of the Canadian Erie Islands 

By: Mary Celestino 

$24.95 

In Ohio’s Backyard, Periodical Cicadas 

By: Gene Kritsky 

$10.95 

Flora of the Erie Islands 

By: Ronald L.Stuckey 

$30.00 

Books make a nice gift for any occasion! Come check out what other 

great gifts we have at the Wildlife Center.  

New this year are:  

Tan organic cotton caps with LEINWC logo, “Advice From” t-shirts, 

mugs, and kids shirts with our logo on the sleeve. 

Do not for get we have many note cards and post cards made by  

islanders! 
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Road Scholar 
Road Scholar, the not-for-profit leader in educational travel since 1975, offers 

5,500 educational tours in all 50 states and 150 countries. Alongside local and 

renowned experts, experience in-depth and behind-the-scenes learning  

opportunities, from cultural tours and study cruises to walking, biking and more.   

Participants make their way to the islands every spring and fall to learn more 

about what make the islands unique. The LEINWC now hosts two weeks of  

birding, two weeks of history and natural history, 

and two weeks of photography programming.  

 During these programs on South Bass 

Island participants get an island tour on the Tour Train, visiting Perry’s and Crystal 

Caves, the Doller House and Heineman’s Winery, Stone Laboratory, South Bass 

Lighthouse, the Wildlife Center, historic Stonehenge, the Monument, and the Butter-

fly House. Depending on the program, the group either visits Kelleys Island, Middle 

Bass Island, or Point Pelee, Canada.  

Odds & Ends 
Missing adding machine 
There is an adding machine with tape on our in-

ventory but can’t seem to find it.  The Wildlife 

Museum purchased one a few years ago.   We do 

have a small one, but the one missing had a paper 

tape to use.    Did someone “borrow” it and forget 

to return it?  If so, please bring back and put it on 

the porch some night.  We really would like to 

have it back to use. WE REALLY NEED IT. 

 

WISH LIST 
We are looking for someone who likes to play in 

the dirt to help us keep our gardens looking nice 

and healthy at the LEINWC. 

 

We are in need of dirt rake and hedge trimmers 

 

We are in need of light weight folding tables for 

off site programing– 6ft tables under $100 at Sta-

ples or Walmart.  

 

We are having a carpenter bee problem on the 

front porch of the LEINWC. Anyone know how to 

remove them? 

 

Volunteers are ALWAYS needed at the LEINWC 

to give tours- call the center for more information. 

 

Help with our building addition and fundraising is 

always needed.  

 

We need interpretive signage for the outside  

gardens, frog pond, nature trail, and other  

displays. Cost is $200/sign. You can have your 

name on the sign as a donator!   

Fall Skies 
Gene Zajac 

 The sun is 

setting earlier every 

day. It sets at 7:15 

pm on October first 

and 6:30 pm on  

October 31st. The 

October full moon is 

on the 27th. The 

moon rises at 10:25 

pm on Halloween so 

the bright moon will 

not light the way 

home for the Trick 

or Treaters. Saturn will be in the SW and will be lower in the sky 

each night at sunset. By the 31st it sets just after 9 pm. The  

Summer Triangle with the bright stars Vega, Deneb and Altair are 

very visible in October in the SW while the Great Square of  

Pegasus rises in the East. The Big Dipper gets lower in the sky to 

the North. The morning sky celebrates the planets rising before 

the sun. A trio of planets can be seen gathering around the very 

bright Venus by month's end. Joining Venus is Mars, and Jupiter 

with Mercury trailing behind and also rising before the sun. 

 November constellations will see the Summer Triangle 

and Saturn vacate our skies. Taurus and Pegasus will dominate the 

Eastern and Southern skies. By the end of the month we be able to 

see Orion rising. The bright stars of Orion rise around 10:pm mid 

November and continue to rise about four minutes earlier each 

day. The end of November has the winter constellations rising. I 

like to learn the constellations that rise earlier in the night. It helps 

one learn the sky by noting the newcomers! Jupiter rises late at 

night in our Fall sky. We will have to wait until February to see it 

at a decent hour in our sky.  
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Stargazing Cruise   As most of us  

Remember, the weather of spring and early summer was 

cold, rainy, and windy. But the night of our Stargazing 

Cruise aboard the MV South Bass- the Miller Boat Line 

was beautiful. There was a slight breeze, about 70 degrees 

at sunset, and we had extraordinary clear skies for view-

ing the stars! Around 200 people came to the event with 

snacks provided by the Island General Store, and wine 

from Heineman’s Winery. Suzie Dills and Jay Reynolds 

and Gene Zajac, an island resident, were big assets.  

 They roamed among the passengers to answer 

questions and tell stories about the constellations, moon, 

and stars. Suzie, Jay and Gene are astronomers and all have 

worked in planetariums. Plus we were able to see twelve of 

the Lake Erie Islands during the cruise. 

 A special thanks to the Miller Boat Line, Captain 

Glenn Cooper and crew Bree Reynolds, Don Massie, and 

Doug Wilhelm for donating their time! We would not have 

been able to do this with out their help! We would also like 

to thank everyone who came out to support the Wildlife  

Center.  

Autumn’s Palette When fall comes and the leaves start turning beautiful colors, look around 

you with the eyes of an artist. Take a walk and make drawings, take pictures, or just enjoy the lovely view.  

1) Pick up some fallen  

leaves and see if you  

can match them to the  

trees they came from.  

Look for more of the same kind 

of leaf still attached  

to the tree.  

 

2) Pick one of your favorite  

Leaves and make a rubbing 

On the space to the right. 

Here’s how: Lay the leaf on 

A flat surface with the veins  

Facing up. Lay this page on 

Top of the leaf. Then rub the  

side of a crayon over the paper.  

Be sure to rub everywhere the  

leaf is. The shape and pattern  

of the leaf will magically appear! 

Keep a record! Helpful Things to Take Along 

Date ____________  Time _____________ 

Location ____________________________ 

Weather ____________________________ 

 Sketchpad or Clipboard 

 Crayons/colored pencils 

 Camera 
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(lower) Kaveh and Nema Sayeh helped with  

Newsletters during the busy summer season 2015 Pig Roast  
 The Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center made  

progress towards funding our new addition.  We need more space to  

provide more education for youth and adult visitors to our  

islands as well as the local community. The mission of the Lake Erie 

Islands Nature and Wildlife Center is to promote  

conservation and education of the flora, fauna, and lands of the Lake 

Erie Islands ecosystem.  

 The success of the Hog Roast- Fundraiser for the Lake Erie  

Islands Nature & Wildlife Center (LEINWC) is a reflection of the  

Increasing dedication and enthusiasm from the volunteers and  

donors who helped to make the event great. “Thank You!” We look  

forward to working with everyone again in the future. 

 

Venue- The Goat 

Pig- Rob Hard and Pinky Batt  

Drinks- Brew Kettle  

Music/entertainment- Ray Fogg 

Slaw & Salad- Topsy Turvey 

Potato- The Brewery 

Beans- T&J’s 

Forks, knife, spoons- Crew’s Nest 

Tippers- Ice 

PIB Fire Department– Tables 

Rattlesnake Island Raffle- Keith and Glenn Cooper for  

transportation  

Michigan football tickets- Don Massie  

Joe’s Bar- $50 gift certificate, Mark Burr helped clean up  

Perry’s Cave- Bag of nice goodies 

Mary Ann Hoover Meyers donated a bag of Mary Kay goodies 

Photographers who donated their pictures for the framed  

photo montages- The photographers are: The Rev. Mary L. Staley, 

Kelly Faris, Susan Byrnes, Jeff Koehler, Mary Ann  

Meyers, and Berni Steinbach 

Becca - pouring the drinks  

Peggy & Jon Leopold- Helping with set up and take down and  

working at event  

Sandi & Jeanette- Selling tickets 

Marsha Collett- Helping at event 

Lisa Brohl- Helping set up and at event 

Kendra Koehler - Helped with nice ideas, setting up., and donated 

Swing Dance Tickets 

Susan Byrnes- helping set up 

Jeanette & Tim Luecke- 

Helped tear down/clean up 

Glenn Cooper- Set up tables, 

take down  

PIG DONATIONS 
Sally & Jim Duffy, John &  

Paula Ladd, Doris Hubschman  

Susan & Dan Savage, Peggy & 

Jon Leopold , Ray & Marsha  

Collett Lisa Brohl, Kristin  

Stanford and Jon Scarpelli , Joe’s 

Bar- Mark and Nan Burr  

Brad Titchener has been 

volunteering his time at the 

LEINWC for 5 years! 

Thanks for  

everything you do at the 

LEINWC! 

In Gratitude!  

Yardworks mowed and 

made the outside at the 

LEINWC look nice! 

ALL SPORTS/  

Oliver Thwaite for  

included the LEINWC on 

the Charity Race 

Jr. Naturalists and 

the OBS helped  

remove invasive 

plants along the trail. 

Also Lisa Brohl 

and Tim Luecke for 

helping!  Cathy Weber donated  

supplies for camp 

Scot Pugh fixed the light 

fixture at the NWC 

Diane Nemec gave the 

NWC  

construction paper 

Kate Ptak gave the 

NWC table cloths, and 

helped organize  the 

shed, and was a large 

asset during this years  

Fundraising events Jeff Bykowski gave 

the NWC an antique 

fish dish 

Life Sponsor 

Valerie Mettler 

Monarch Butterfly Sponsor 

Jeanne Burgess  

Building Fund 

Russ and Lisa Brohl 

Kristin Stanford 

Ray and Marsha Collett 

Nature Camp Fund 

Ken & Patricia Kowalski 

Sonya & Timmy Niese  

 

In Memory of Roger Fulton from  

Sandi Glauser 

In Memory of Roger Fulton from  

Russ & Lisa Brohl 

In Memory of Jan Valacek from  

Zoe & Brad Titchner 

In Memory of Tom Zale from  

Zoe & Brad Titchner 

Burns Pierce took down the 

tree for us 
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Monarch 

Butterflies 
Jackie Taylor 
The Lake Erie Islands 

form a series of 

“stepping stones” that 

cross the lake on a 

north-south axis. As 

such, they can greatly facilitate the passage of migratory  

species from one side of the lake to the other. This is  

particularly true of the Monarch butterflies as they move  

between the United States and Canada, both in the spring and 

in the fall. The islands provide breeding and nectar habitats as 

well as roosting sites for thousands of monarch butterflies as 

they cross Lake Erie.  

Monarch butterfly populations have been in a precipitous  

decline since the mid 1990’s, due in part to the loss of habitat. 

Since 2010 the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center 

(LEINWC) and The Ohio State University’s Stone Laboratory 

have been creating suitable habitats on the Lake Erie Islands 

used by monarch caterpillars.  We are also getting others  

involved by using outreach programing for local residents and  

island visitors to encourage the planting of nectar-producing 

native flowers that support adult monarchs and other  

pollinators. 

The LEINWC and other island partners have been monitoring 

habitats, gathering data, and doing a variety of outreach  

activities throughout the islands with increasing success each 

year. There are two certified waystations on South Bass Island, 

one at the Lighthouse, another at the LEINWC. A significant 

amount of milkweed has been planted on Gibraltar Island 

(owned by Stone Laboratory) with room for expansion. Over 

the past few years other island businesses and organizations 

have increased their involvement by planting milkweed and 

nectar plants on their properties, including the Miller Boat 

Line, The Winery/Dollar House, The Butterfly House, Stone 

Laboratory’s Aquatic Visitor Center, The Goat Restaurant, and 

many of the island residents.   

The LEINWC and Stone Laboratory have been tagging  

Monarchs with Monarchwatch.org since 2011 and three tagged 

butterflies to date being recorded in Mexico (tags- RJT872 and 

RJT954), proving that three butterflies made it to the El  

Rosario Colony for the winter. This information proves that 

monarchs will cross water short distances and has started a 

new study in the Gulf of Mexico called “Marine Monarchs” 

through the University of Texas. You can track this migration 

and the 2016 winter population at JourneyNorth.org or read 

more about the project go to http://monarchjointventure.org/

news-events/news/trans-gulf-migration.  

This monitoring of breeding habitats, roosting sites, and  

migrations has demonstrated that the butterflies heavily utilize 

the islands during the breeding season and during the fall  

migration.  The South Bass Lighthouse habitat in particular is 

perfect for the butterflies as they migrate south across Lake 

Erie from Canada due to its perfect location.  This site is at the 

southernmost point of South Bass Island, with about 100  

hackberry trees located out of the wind for roosting, close to 

both the waystation and a large wildflower field. Additionally, 

this site has been the best place for outreach events because the 

Lighthouse is an attraction for visitors, and usually has the 

most monarch butterflies. This is the location of 90% of our 

South Bass tagging efforts. Our work here lets us reach out to 

visitors and educate the general public about Monarchs and 

what can be done to help them. People are nearly always inter-

ested in what we are doing and want to learn more! 

Chip Taylor (founder of Monarch Watch) predicts the number 

of monarchs at the overwintering sites this year could occupy 

an area of 1.8 – 2.3 hectares. This would be a substantial  

improvement given that the total last year was 1.13 hectares 

and that of the previous year was .67 hectares. This year,  

September 12th and 13th were the peak migration days on 

South Bass Island, we tagged 111 butterflies that day. There 

were thousands of butterflies roosted in the trees waiting for 

the winds to calm down and the temperature to get a little 

warmer so they could continue south. After seeing so many 

butterflies I will have to agree with Chip Taylor about his  

optimistic predictions for a larger amount of overwintering 

colonies this year compared to the last three years where the 

populations have occupied less than 2 hectares.  We will not 

know how our tagged butterflies faired this winter until early 

March. For more information go to:  

lakeerieislandswildlife.com  
 

Female Monarch laying eggs on 

Milkweed 

Monarch Roost on 9-13-15 

Tagged butterfly roosting on  

9-13-15 
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LEINWC Sponsorship Form 

Categories- all will get free newsletter! 

Black Squirrel $15.00 Individual Member- Unlimited admission into LEINWC 

Monarch Butterfly $25.00 Family Member- Unlimited admission, 5% discount off of Nature Camp 

Lake Erie Watersnake $100 Business Member- Unlimited admission, includes ad in each newsletter and a link on our 

web, 10% discount off of Nature Camp 

Bald Eagle $500 Life member- Unlimited admission, 25% discount off of Nature Camp, Name on a tile on the Eastern 

Fox Snake that will be displayed outside of the building 

Name _________________________________________________Spouse/Companion____________________  

 Island Address   PO  Box _____________________, Ohio  _____ E-mail _____________________________________ 

 Permanent  Address_________________________________ City _________________State _____Zip___________ 

 Phone______________________Cell Phone _____________________Island Phone___________________________ 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

In addition to my sponsorship, I would like to donate to: 

Nature Camp Fund 

I would like to contribute $ ___________to the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center, to be used only for expenses 

and equipment related to the Nature Camp Program. 

I understand that I will receive a Certificate of Donation for income tax purposes. 

 Building Addition Fund 

I would like to donate $______________to build an addition for the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center. 

Please make checks payable to (LEINWC) Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center   

Please Send to:  PO Box 871, Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456 All donations are tax deductible     Thank You! 

LEINWC 

255 Meechen Rd. 

PO Box 871 

Put-in-Bay, OH 43456 

 

Phone: 419.285.3037 

Email: leinwc@gmail.com 

Web: lakeerieislandswildlife.com 

Printed by:  

Duff’s Workshop 
 349 Meechen Rd  

Put in Bay, Ohio 43456  

(419) 341-2255  

YARDWORKS, INC 
140 Mikes Dr 

Put In Bay, OH 43456 

(419) 285-2147 

The Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center needs MORE SPACE. We are averaging around 6,000 people per year and growing 

at the LEINWC. We need MORE SPACE to continue to sustain our building as well as to run our great programs such as Nature 

Camp and Road Scholar at the center. 


