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Nature News 

Winter Skies at Put in Bay 

Gene Zajac 

N 
ovember starts with a sunrise at 8:03 AM and 

a sunset of time of 6:25 PM which is 10 hours 

and 22 minutes of daylight.  We gain an hour 

of sleep by putting our clocks back the first 

weekend of November. No change in the sunlight hours but 

on November 30th, the daylight hours will dwindle to 9 

hours and 25 minutes. December 21st has only 9 hours and 

10 minutes and that is as low as we go. Daylight increases. 

This means there is a lot of darkness during the winter with 

early sunsets. This makes it great for watching the night sky. 

As the sun sets on November first, it is followed closely by Saturn. Both are in the constellation of Libra. 

Saturn sets at 7:16 PM in the SW. Mars is the reddish dot farther south and higher than Saturn at sunset. 

Mars sets at sunset. The Waxing (growing) moon is just above Neptune but a telescope would be needed to 

see it. In the eastern sky the great square of Pegasus is visible. By 8:20 PM the eye of Taurus the bull 

(Aldebaran) rises in the East just following the risen Pleiades. The Pleiades is a close group of stars called an 

open cluster. Aldebaran makes the head of the bull and is in a “V” of stars. Pegasus and Taurus rising in the 

East are known as the “Fall Constellations” and will be in our sky until spring. The Big Dipper sits on the 

horizon while the “W” of Cassiopeia is high in the North.  

November is the Leonid meteor shower, the peak of the shower is expected late evening November 17 to the 

morning of November 18. The waning moon will not be a factor so conditions appear good. Clouds are one 

variable and meteor predictions are another. After midnight is the suggested time but there will be some all 

night in the days before and after the peak night. It is best to get to a dark sky. A meteor star party would 

have a group of friends watching together but in slightly different directions. Yell meteor when you see one 

to try to get others to see it. They seem to come from the constellation Leo which looks like a backwards 

question mark. Leo follows Orion. Jupiter is in the constellation of Leo and rises at midnight on the 17th.   

Jupiter rises earlier each evening. By December 17th it makes its appearance in the East at 9:30 pm.  By Jan-

uary 16th it rises at 7:15 PM. Jupiter will be easy to spot in winter and will be our spring planet outshining all 

the stars.  

The winter sky is full of easy to find constellations. Orion is found in the east in early winter and has the 

three belt stars surrounded by four stars in the shape of a triangle. The Great Orion Nebula can be seen below 

the left belt star. The brightest star in the sky is following Orion and is called Sirius.  Jupiter still outshines 

Sirius. 

February skies contain the same constellations.  One of the great inventions to help sky gazers is the night 

sky apps available for phones and other electronic devices. They allow one to point the device at a star and 

discover the constellation and the name of the star. Some even have a data base to obtain more information 

about an object.  When I star gaze with my telescope or when I go out to just watch the stars, my device and 

phone are tools I use.  Enjoy the night sky and the celestials wonders present each night. 
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Erie Islands Nature & 

Wildlife Center is to   

promote conservation and 

education of the flora, 

fauna, and lands of the 

Lake Erie Islands        

ecosystem. 

Thank you     

everyone for a 

great 2014      

season! 

We look forward 

to 2015! 

Happy Holidays 



T 
his year we tagged 100 butterflies that we hope made it 

to Mexico, we had help from OSU Stone Laboratory, 

The Butterfly House, and the LEINWC with the tagging 

and data entry process. On South Bass Island the peak 

migration was September 28th – we tagged over 50  butterflies that 

day. We only had one hundred tags, and saw thousands of butterflies. 

I felt like I was in Mexico when I was watching all of the Monarchs  

roosting in the Hackberry Trees for the night! 

The last Monarch butterfly that we saw was 

on October 16th; the temperature was 60 de-

grees, with winds NW 5-10 mph.  We can 

only hope that these butterflies made it to 

their winter home in Mexico 2000 miles to 

the South.  Who knows… maybe one of our 

tagged butterflies will be found in Mexico this 

winter? 

 In 2015 at the LEINWC we will have butter-

flies as a program for Nature Camp through-

out the summer.  On July 14th Candy from 

MonarchWatch and Wild Ones will come to 

do a Wild Tuesday program. We also would 

like to start a community monitoring program, 

monitoring eggs, caterpillars, adults, the milk-

weed plants, and other insects that use the 

milkweed plants. This program is sponsored 

by the Monarch Larva Monitoring Project. The first two locations for 

this will be at the South Bass Island Lighthouse and the LEINWC 

gardens. If you would like more information on this project or if you 

would like to include your garden, contact Jackie Taylor at 

419.279.3199. You will also be welcome to join us next fall to tag 

Monarchs. The dates will get posted on our website and facebook 

page.  

New Road Scholar Photography Program  

Nature, Historical Architecture and Landscape Photography on Lake Erie Islands (#21772) is 

the new Road Scholar program offered in the spring and fall of 2015.  Under the guidance of 

professional photographer Roman Sapecki, participants will have the opportunity to capture 

the beauty of nature and sites of historical and cultural significance around the Lake Erie is-

lands. In addition, they will learn principles of composition, isolate image elements, read and 

assess the quality of light and develop their personal aesthetic in classroom workshops, on-

location instruction and post-camera techniques. Field trips are scheduled around Put-in-Bay 

with a day long trip to Middle Bass Island.  If interested in enrolling in this program or the 

other 2 programs offered - Lake Erie: Birding the Islands and Shores (#12641) or The Spirit 

of the Lake Erie Islands:  The Drama, The Beauty, The Science (#1804), visit 

www.roadscholar.org or call (877)426-8056. 
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Donations 

Debbie Woischke- Birds of 

Ohio book, nature stickers, 

&Lake Erie Public Access 

Guide Book 

Tom & Paula Bartlett  

 

 

Thanks to all of the  

volunteers for another 

successful season! 

Save The Date  Plant Exchange 

May 9th  
Raffle of yard and garden themed items.   

We accept perennials, bulbs, fruit and vegetables  

(like strawberry and asparagus, and houseplants). 

Speaker TBA 

The proceeds will go towards the LEINWC  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Byrnes and Joseph Blumensaadt viewing the 

October 23rd lunar eclipse using Gene Zajac's  

awesome homemade equipment setup at the State 

Park 

Photo compliments of Susan Byrnes  

Of Put-in-Bay Studios. 

Nature 

Camp 

Dates! 

 

Middle Bass Island (all camps 4-10yrs.) 

 June 22nd – 25th 

PIB Camps 

 4-6yrs. ~ July 13th-15th 

 7-10yrs ~ July 20th-23rd 

Middle Bass & PIB Camp 

 11-14yrs ~ July 27th-29th  

CHRISTMAS WISH LIST 

Alpen Spotting Scope w/ Tripod 

(price about $600 all together from Time and Optics Company) 

Laser pointer 

Camera 

Paper Shredder 

Sponsorships 

Volunteers! 

The LEIWNC is looking for a new treasurer. Lisa 

is looking for her replacement although she 

would still like to be a board member. Let us 

know if this sounds like the spot for you! 

 

Bald Eagle- Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
Jackie Taylor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by: Elizabeth Heineman  
  

 By now everyone has probably heard about how bald eagles 

nearly went extinct by the 1970s, and how the Endangered Species Act, 

which was largely written as a result of the bald eagle problem, has been 

so successful for eagles that they were taken off the Endangered List in 

1995.  They have continued to recover, but are not yet back to their 

original numbers, and are still protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle 

Protection Act.  Basically, this means that it is illegal to disturb a bald 

eagle or a nest in a way that hurts the eagle or makes them abandon the 

nest.  Don’t bother them, and only watch from a distance.  Still, eagles 

have made a much-welcomed return to Ohio, and especially to the 

shores of western Lake Erie. 

 Most of Ohio’s bald eagles nest along Lake Erie’s shores, partic-

ularly in the Western Basin.  They prefer to be close to the lake so that 

they can eat their favorite diet, which is fish.  They are reluctant to nest 

in areas that are disturbed by human activity, and need large trees to 

support their nests, which start out large and only get bigger as a partic-

ular pair returns year after year to the same nest, adding more sticks 

every time.  Bald eagle pairs appear to stay together for life, and will 

raise only one set of young per year. 

 Because of their need for space, dislike of nearby human activi-

ty, and preference for a fish diet, the Lake Erie Islands are perfect nest-

ing spots for bald eagles.  All of the islands have had eagle nests in the 

past few years.  This year South Bass had one nest at the inlet near oak 

point, with three babies being born this year although one did not sur-

vive.  Hopefully the eagle couple will continue to use the nest next year.  

Middle Bass has had four fledglings in the past two years.  One of these 

died (in 2013) and one was rescued and then returned to the nest.  North 

Bass was one of the first islands to have eagles again as their population 

began to recover but does not currently have a nest.  Kelley’s Island has 

had a nesting eagle population for over 10 years.  The current nest has 

been used for about five years, although it was abandoned for a few 

years before the eagle pair returned last spring to raise two babies.  It 

has been over five years since any eagles nested at North Pond. 



LEINWC Sponsorship Form 

Categories- all will get free newsletter! 

Black Squirrel $15.00 Individual Member- Unlimited admission into LEINWC 

Monarch Butterfly $25.00 Family Member- Unlimited admission, 5% discount off of Nature Camp 

Lake Erie Watersnake $100 Business Member- Unlimited admission, includes ad in each newsletter and a link on our 

web, 10% discount off of Nature Camp 

Bald Eagle $500 Life member- Unlimited admission, 25% discount off of Nature Camp, Name on a tile on the Eastern 

Fox Snake that will be displayed outside of the building 

Name _________________________________________________Spouse/Companion____________________  

 Island Address   PO  Box _____________________, Ohio  _____ E-mail _____________________________________ 

 Permanent  Address_________________________________ City _________________State _____Zip___________ 

 Phone______________________Cell Phone _____________________Island Phone___________________________ 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

In addition to my sponsorship, I would like to donate to: 

Nature Camp Fund 

I would like to contribute $ ___________to the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center, to be used only for expenses 

and equipment related to the Nature Camp Program. 

I understand that I will receive a Certificate of Donation for income tax purposes. 

 Building Addition Fund 

I would like to donate $______________to build an addition for the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center. 

Please make checks payable to (LEINWC) Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center   

Please Send to:  PO Box 871, Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456 All donations are tax deductible     Thank You! 

LEINWC 

255 Meechen Rd. 

PO Box 871 

Put-in-Bay, OH 

43456 

 

Phone: 419.285.3037 

Email: leinwc@gmail.com 

Web: lakeerieislandswildlife.com 


