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Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center Fall 2017 

Nature News 
Nature Camp 2017 
By Jackie Taylor 

 
The Nature Camp mission is 

to encourage children’s  
natural curiosity of the  

outdoors by engaging them in 
fun and educational activities.  
The Lake Erie Islands Nature & 
Wildlife Center has successful-
ly been doing this since 2003 
for youths 4-14 years old, 
reaching out to over 100  
campers each year to help them 
learn about the Lake Erie  
Island’s ecosystem. Topics we 
have covered over the years 
have included bats, snakes,  
turtles, fish, butterflies and 
moths, slugs, caves, and much more. This year 
Nature Campers learned all about pollinators! 

Intro to Nature Camp (age 4) and My First 
Nature Camp (ages 5 and 6) met for three 
days. On the first two days. Camp was at the 
Wildlife Center learning about bees and other 
pollinators. We had biologists Christina and 
Daniel from Pheasants Forever come. They did 
programs on different pollinators native to our 
area and the importance of pollinators. Our 
campers had the opportunity to taste honey and 
get an up-close and interactive experience 
while observing our native honeybee  
observation hive. On the third day of camp 
Ranger Kathy Holbrook hosted camp at Perry’s 
Monument. She had a variety of activities for 
the kids so they could learn more about bees 
and the benefits they provide for us and  
wildlife.  

Nature Camp (ages 7 and 8) met four days.  
Our campers discovered different pollinators at 
the Wildlife Center on Put-in-Bay. One day, we 
took the Sonny S. to Middle Bass Island for a 
day trip and spent the afternoon with beekeeper 
John Shrank, who showed them what it is like 
to be a beekeeper and the importance of bees 
and all pollinators. The campers helped build 
our Pollinator Hotel that is located at the Wild-
life Center. All of the campers received Nature 
Camp t-shirts, wildflower and bee guides, with 
fun bees wax and activities they took home. 
The last day of camp was at Perry’s Monument 
with Ranger Kathy Holbrook. She had activities 
on pollinators, then took the campers outside to 
observe 
pollinators 
working 
on the 
monument 
grounds & 
to learn 
how they 
have  
important 
benefits 
for all of 
us.  

The mission of the 
Lake Erie Islands  
Nature & Wildlife 

Center is to promote 
conservation of and  
education about the  

flora, fauna, and 
lands of the Lake 

Erie Islands  
ecosystem. 
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Environmental Adventure Camp I. (ages 9 and 10) and  

Environmental Adventure Camp II. (ages 11-14) met four 

days. The first day, Dave Duncan, the bee keeper who installed 

our native bee hive at the Wildlife Center, and business owner 

of Beeology came to the Wildlife Center and worked with the 

kids showing them what it is like to be a beekeeper and the  

importance of bees.  The campers were able to taste the honey 

from the hive, and get one of the best up-close experiences 

learning about our bees. They were able to see them working 

and learn about the different jobs the bees have in the hive. The 

second day, we enjoyed a kayaking adventure from Kayak the 

Bay. Before we headed out onto 

the water, we talked about safety, 

gear, parts of the boat, paddling, 

and what happens if we fall out of 

our kayak. We paddled around 

Gibraltar Island and we were able 

to get a tour of the island and ice 

cream, followed by a much-

needed swim. On the third and 

fourth days EAC I. camped out on 

South Bass Island. For some of the 

campers, it was their very first 

time ever camping! We did a little 

swimming, made mason bee houses, went to Massie Cliffside  

Preserve, and had fun camping out! EAC II. Camped out on 

Kelleys Island at the State Park. Our transportation to Kelleys 

was aboard the Jet Express. Once we got to Kelleys Island, we 

took a taxi to the state park with all of our gear. We setup our 

camp site and prepared dinner. State Park 

Manager, Chris Ashley, met us at our 

camp site after dinner; then walked with us 

to the historic glacier grooves AND he let 

us walk on the grooves to get a once in a 

life time experience.   

 We would like to thank all the  

presenters mentioned above as well as 

Glenn Cooper and Russ Brohl for being 

the chase boat for our kayaking days. 

Thanks to our hardworking staff Lisa 

Brohl, Jackie Taylor, Kate Ptak, Debbie 

Larcey, Addison Torrence, Jenna Prahst 

and Amy Huston. Thanks also to wonderful assistants and vol-

unteers Tatyana Kowalski, Kathy Weber, and Gene Zajac! We 

could not put camp together without all their great ideas and 

support!  

 Thanks to our 

supporters - The Put-in-

Bay Recreation  

Committee, Miller Boat 

Line for passage for 

speakers and for  

Transportation, the 

Ohio Division of Wildlife for books, 

CD’s, magazines and tattoos, The Ohio 

State University’s Stone Laboratory for 

support, our staff and volunteers at 

LEINWC for copying and stapling, and 

Renee Market for administrating the registrations. Thanks to 

those who provided food and supplies for the campouts!  

 We really appreciate all the help we get in teaching 

kids about the beautiful islands they live and play on! With the 

100 plus kids who participate in Nature Camp at the Bay each 

year, we are 

bursting at the 

seams at the 

LEINWC. Please 

consider a  

donation to our 

Building  

Addition Fund so 

that we can  

continue these 

great programs.  
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Another Great Season 
Jackie Taylor 

The Lake Erie Islands Nature & 
Wildlife Center had another eventful and 
very successful season! We would like to 
thank everyone who helped support our 
mission, to promote conservation of and 
education about the flora, fauna, and 
lands of the Lake Erie Islands  
ecosystem.  

 This summer our popular Wild 
Tuesday out-reach and educational  
programs had the highest visitation each 
week than we have ever had before! The 
purpose of these programs is to educate 
visitors about Ohio’s native wildlife by 
providing an up-close and often hands-on 
interactive experience. 

We had an amazing group of speakers. 
We kicked the season off with a big start 
by having Kristin Stanford and her  
assistants as presenters. They came with 
snakes native to the Lake Erie Islands for 
visitors to handle. Jan Ferrel from The 

Ohio Bird Sanctuary brought 
owls with other fun interactive 
activities. Judy Semroc from The 
Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History shared her knowledge 
about our dragonfly populations 
and we went on a hike to find 
some of our own dragon and 
damselflies. Jay Reynolds from 
Cleveland State University did 
an outstanding program on the 
sun.  Participants made bracelets 
that light up by the suns light 
and had a few different tools to 
view the sun. Ohio State Univer-
sity’s Stone Laboratory came with  
salamanders for visitors to enjoy and 
learn more about these animals and what 
we can do to help their populations.  
Perry’s Monument’s Kathie Holbrook 
came two times during the summer and 
did one program on water quality called 
“Water Foul” and another on invasive 
species. Both are very important to the 

islands’ wildlife. We also had our very 
own Jackie Taylor with programs on na-

tive butterflies and monarch 
butterfly tagging. These  
programs are sponsored by: 
Lake Erie Islands Nature & 
Wildlife Center, Lake Erie Is-
lands Conservancy, The Ohio 
State University’s Stone  
Laboratory, and Miller Boat 
Line. Thank you for the much 
needed  
support! 
 The 3rd Annual  
Stargazing Cruise was a  
beautiful relaxing evening. 
Around 200 people came 
aboard the Miller Boat Line’s 

MV South Bass to enjoy the event. 
Snacks were provided, and wine from 
Heineman Winery was donated. Jay 
Reynolds and his partners were big  
assets. They roamed among the  
passengers to answer questions and tell 
stories about the constellations, moon, 

and stars. Jay and his colleagues are  
astronomers and have worked in  
planetariums. While on the tour, we were 
able to see twelve of the Lake Erie  
Islands during the cruise. A special 
thanks to Miller Boat Line, Captain 
Glenn Cooper, and Deck Hands Doug 
Wilhelm, and Jake Market for donating 

their time! We would not have 
been able to do this without their 
help! We would also like to thank 
everyone who came out to support 
the Wildlife Center that evening! 
 The success of the 5th  
Annual Pig Roast for the Lake 
Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife 
Center is a reflection of the  
increasing dedication and  
enthusiasm from the volunteers and 
donors who helped to make the 
event great. Each year this event is 
hosted at the Goat Soup &  
Whiskey. The delicious food was 

donated by island businesses: Topsy  
Turveys, Put-in-Bay Brewery, and The 
Goat Soup & Whiskey. Amy Huston 
made all of the desserts. (Article Continued on 

pg. 4) 
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The Put-in-Bay Fire Department provided the tables! Rob Hard 
cooked the Pig, and had assistance from Pinky Batt. The  
entertainment was provided by Drew LaPlante and Jamison 
Smith.  Special thanks to everyone who helped us set up, clean 
up, and during the event: Kendra Koehler, Jackie Taylor, Renee 
and Jake Market, Kate Ptak, Peggy and John Leopold, Marsha 
Collett, Amy Huston, and Glenn Cooper.  

The auction items that we had donated were ALLvery nice! 
Cedar Point tickets donated by Steve Nemec, Tofts  Ice Cream 

for 4, PIB Hoodies and T’s, Middle Bass Extravaganza-  
Hazards $50, Middle Bass Island General Store $50,  

JF Walleyes Golf Cart. Eco-Tourism Nature Package- Nature 
Camp Registration 4-14 years old with Insect Net, Barnes 

Nursery $50, Collection of ODNR Field Guides, Insect Net.  
On The Fly- Bay Shore Resort Lunch for 2, Bi-Plane Ride for 
2. A Bay Day- Pasquals Breakfast for 2, Kayak The Bay for 2, 
Bottle of wine from Heineman Winery, Original Painting of 

Great Blue Heron By: Kate Ptak. Boathouse Dinner for 4 with 
& Tshirt. Fishing on “Freshwater”- Captain Cliff- couples  

fishing charter, Bottle of wine from Heineman Winery And  
t-shirts, ODNR Fish ID Guides, Hoodie. Boat Line Bargain 

Family of 4- Miller Boat Line, Billy Market Photography, Tofs 
Ice Cream for 2. PIB Brewery Co. with Family Entrance to the 
LEINWC, $25.00 Gift certificate, 2 Shot Glasses, 2 Original 

PIB Brewery Glasses, Souvenirs, 2 Hats, 2 t-shits. Parasail PIB
- Parasail for 1, Koozies, Roundhouse Memorabilia. Cameo 

Pizza Gift Certificate with Swag & PIB Swag from the  
Hardware Store Hat and Long t-shirt. Old Forge &50 Gift  

Certificate, $50 Barnes Nurse-
ry Gift Certificate, Zoe T. 

Stained Glass Grape. Muscle 
Bay Fitness- 2 personal train-
ers, Mossback’s Gear, Fish 

Bowl Swag, Niagara Trip for 2 
2017 or 2018, Signed Bottle of 

Wine, Heron from Amy  
Huston, Rattlesnake Island 

Tour with Dinner for 2, Penny 
Plus Fresh Veggie Basket 

Fresh cut flowers from PIB 
Garden, Money Plant  

Creation, including Lake Erie 
Beach Glass and Drift Wood, 
8 Hand Made Plant Stakes. 

  

 The 2nd Annual Island Green Week, was held on 
August 5th-11th at Put-in-Bay and Middle Bass Islands.  
This was a time for everyone to take a deep breath and 
just enjoy the natural beauty of these Ohio islands in Lake 
Erie. The Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center, 
Lake Erie Islands Conservancy, OSU’s Stone Laboratory, 
and the Put-in-Bay Township Park District collaborated to 
put together a week of Ecotourism, Adventure Travel and 
Agritourism.  This event allowed 
visitors to learn more about the 
many natural treasures that are on 
the Lake Erie Islands.   
 The week started Saturday, 
August 5th with the Middle Bass 
Island Poker Kayak Day from 
Noon until 4 p.m., on Middle 
Bass Island.  the cost was $10. The 
kayakers started and finished at 
the Middle Bass Island State Park 
camping area.  Participants pad-
dled around Middle Bass Island 
stopping at two preserves and the 
State Park. Each participant received a welcome packet 
with information about each stop. At the final stop, there 
was a cook-out at the State Park with hot-dogs, chips, fruit 
and water. Proceeds from the event were used for new 
fencing and interpretive signage at the Put-in-Bay Town-
ship Park District’s newest preserves on Middle Bass  
Island.  Massie Cliffside Preserve Dawn Walk was Sun-
day, August 6th, from 8 to 10 a.m. Visitors met  
AmeriCorps Intern Samantha Newhouse at the parking lot 
on State Route 357 and enjoyed a morning walk to the 
water’s edge. The  Dodge Woods Preserve Dedication 

and ribbon cutting was in the afternoon.  The South Bass 
Island Lighthouse Tours were On Monday, August 7th, 

and Tuesday, August 8th, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,  Guests 
were able to tour the lighthouse and learn about its  
history. Visitors had the opportunity to climb the 60-foot 
stairway to take in the great view of Put-in-Bay from the 
top of the tower, plus tour the historic grounds that  
included a certified butterfly garden by Monarch Watch.  
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The Lighthouse is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The view 
from the  lighthouse point is stunning! 400 participants came through to tour 
the lighthouse during the two days. Wild Tuesdays & Monarch Butterfly  
Tagging was part of green week on Tuesday, August 8th from 1 to 3 p.m., at 
the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center free to the public. This 
week’s topic was Monarch Butterflies and Fishes of Lake Erie. We had 130 
people attend the program.   
 Island Preserve Ramble and Eco-Tour  was Tuesday, August 8th 
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., on South Bass Island. Participants met at the Put-in-
Bay Town Hall at 9 a.m. to pick up their wristbands and tour packet that in-
cluded 33 plus locations to see. The packet included maps, times of activities, 
tour booklet, several goodies, freebies, and coupons from island businesses. 

This unique ramble and island tour included many fun nature related stops.  
Among the highlights planned were hiking Coopers Woods and seeing the  
entrance to a natural cave. Participants were able to: get a discount all day at 
Kayak the Bay, plus a free dry bag, receive a special discounted day rental at 
E’s Golf Carts, visit all five island preserves, tour the Freshwater Retreat 
built in the1860’s/1870’s, and visit a 1912 historic island home to see a 75-
gallon fresh water aquarium filled with native species. Tea and cookies were 
provided at this historic island home on Bayview Avenue overlooking the 
harbor of Put-in-Bay. Participants toured an island vineyard and glacial 
grooves and enjoyed discounted tickets at Perry’s Cave, The Butterfly 
House, and Heineman Winery and Crystal Cave tour. They enjoyed free  
entry to the LEIHS Museum, the Wildlife Center, and the Lighthouse. Plus, 
they could visit both of the churches, the school, the library and the gym. 

The day ended with a bonfire at the State Park. Proceeds benefited the Put-in-Bay 
Township Park District and will be used to maintain and preserve island parks.  
 The Historic Gibraltar Island Tour was Wednesday August 9th at 1:30-3:30 
p.m. Participants took the Water Taxi from the Boardwalk. 63 people attended the 
tour. 
 The Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center’s- Annual Pig Roast &  
Raffle, was Wednesday, August 9th from 6 until 9 p.m. near the beautiful woods at the 
Goat Restaurant on South Bass Island.  Islanders put on a true island-style pig roast. 
This feast featured a slow roasted hog spit on an outdoor barbeque grill with corn,  
potatoes, and dessert included.  Island wine culture was featured and island wines were 
available. Entertainment for the evening by Drew LaPlante and Jameson Smith added 
to everyone’s enjoyment. The Chinese Bucket Raffle and other raffles did really well. 
They featured a variety of island prizes you could not get anyplace else; a trip for two 
to Rattlesnake Island, a day sail trip aboard the U.S. Brig Niagara, Ferry Passes, and a 
five- course dinner for four at a local restaurant. Much of the food was donated by  
island restaurants. The proceeds from this event went towards the Building Addition 
Fund for more space at the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center to continue to 
carry out its mission educating youth and adults about the unique ecology on the islands.   
 The 3rd Annual Stargazing Cruise, was held on Thursday, August 10th at 8 p.m. The cruise left from the 

downtown Miller Boat Line dock via Miller Boat Line. The stars light up the sky as  
astronomer Jay Reynolds informed the guests about the night sky, planets and stars to 
allow the general public an opportunity to enjoy a show from outer space on the ferry 
boat. Heineman Winery donated wine with nice hors d’oeuvres. Close to 200  
people attended the event.  
 Aquatic Visitor Center Tours/ Historic Fish Hatchery opened on Friday, August 
11th from10 a.m. until 5 p.m. , visitors were able to stop by the Aquatic Visitors Center 
for free to experience Lake Erie science up close. Activities included inspecting Lake 
Erie’s complex ecosystem through hands-on displays, observing and identifying live fish 
in ten large aquariums and discovering current research to protect Lake Erie. Children 
under age 16 were allowed to fish from the fishing pier for free. The facility is run by 
Ohio State University’s Stone Lab. This day also included a special interpretive program 
about invasive species entering the Great Lakes. About 12,000 people toured the center 
during the week!  
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Outreach & Education at The Wildlife Center 
 
At the LEINWC we hit the ground running this spring! School Groups started in 
May and continued into June.  
 
Our Annual Plant Exchange and Garage Sale were a wonderful success! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PIB Library came to the Wildlife Center for story 
time in June with Karen Wilhelm. We are looking 
forward to doing more with the Library in the future.  
 
 

The LEINWC opened daily from 
June-August. We had record breaking admissions for the  
museum this year.  

The summer was busy with 
our normal outreach hosting 
ten weeks of Wild Tuesday’s 
and Nature Camp. August 
stayed extremally busy with 
Island Green Week and the 
ribbon cutting for the porch 
addition at the LEINWC. But 
it seemed like we never slowed 
down with our programing 
well into October. Jackie  

Taylor gave a talk to the PIB Garden Club on gardening for monarchs and pollinators and 
kicked off the Monarch Butterfly tagging for the season. Many of them attending showed much 
interest in the talk and was the beginning of many programs that  followed this important topic!  
 

Jackie Taylor and Sue Bixler from The Ohio State  
University’s Stone Laboratory went to Kelleys Island for 
their annual Homecoming. Jackie had monarchs and other 
insects and Sue brought native snakes for the public to 
learn more about these critters. Around 400 people came 
by that day.   
 
On the 21st of August, the Wildlife Center 
stayed busy during the Eclipse. Amy Huston 
held an event for the public at the Wildlife 
Center;  she had a few different tricks to view 
the eclipse safely. Renee Market and Jackie 
Taylor went to Cleveland the day of the eclipse 
and were able to reach out to about 800 people, 
with information about monarchs and why they 
are important.  
 
To wrap-up the month of August, the Wildlife 
Center parked golf carts for the Toby Keith 
concert. The Wildlife Center was very excited 
that we had the opportunity to be involved in a nice event. Thank to Peggy and her kind 
family for organizing the parking and logistics! 

  
September stayed just as busy for us. Although the museum was only open during the weekends, we still hosted many school 
groups at the Wildlife Center.                                                                                                                        Article continued on pg. 8 
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Milkweed, Monarchs, & Other Insects 
Jackie Taylor 
 Over the years I have been monitoring monarch butterflies, I have noticed there are so much more than  
monarchs benefiting from milkweed. There is a big complex community of creatures hatching and growing, some  
nestling into the foliage eating, others hiding down in the blossoms to get nectar, the predators watch for prey, and the 
female monarch waits for the chance to lay her eggs. To be accurate, we call this a food web. It is helpful to  
understand the roles of these creatures, and their benefits.  

 Milkweed, or any green plants are 
called producers. Producers use the sunlight to 
make their own food. Animals that eat plants 
are called herbivores. The monarch caterpillar 
is a great example of a herbivore- Figure 1. The 
caterpillar will only eat milkweed during this 
stage of its lifecycle. Without this simple plant 
the monarch caterpillar would not be able to 
survive. The same goes for the Milkweed Tiger 
Moth or commonly called the Milkweed  
Tussock Moth- Figure 2. The females lay eggs 
in groups on milkweed leaves. The young  
larvae/caterpillars stay together and most often 
will completely eat the entire leaves of the 
milkweed plant. Many monarch enthusiasts are not excited about these 
caterpillars due to the fact that they eat so much milkweed. The best thing 
to do is plant plenty of milkweed, then everything from monarchs to  
tussock moths will have enough to go around, and you will be able to  

                                observe them all!  
 Bees make up a large group of insects that feed 
on flowers, and are important pollinators. They can be 
referred to as nectivores because their food/nectar 
comes directly from the plants flower. Ants, beetles, 
flies, wasps, moths, butterflies, and other critters can be 
classified as nectivores. Although there are insects that 
drink the nectar but do not contribute to pollination. 
Pollinators carry pollen from flower to flower to  
produce seeds for more plants. The honey bee- figure 3. is a good example of a nectivore who 
only feeds on the nectar and is a great contributor to pollination.  
 Some nectivores can also be predators, animals that eat other animals, or parasites, 
organisms that live inside or on other organisms. There 
are many predators that are part of the milkweed com-
munity’s food web. Dragonfly and damselfly adults can 
be found around milkweed patches catching prey.  
Praying mantis– figure 4. adults will feed on larger prey 

such as bees, butterflies, and wasps. Earwigs– 
figure 5. will eat vegetation but will also eat 
caterpillars and other insects’ eggs, larva, and 
pupae. Milkweed bugs– figure 6. (not to be 
confused with milkweed beetles– figure 7. who 
are herbivores) can 
be very common in a 
milkweed patch. 
They will eat the  
entire milkweed 

plant, seeds, flowers, and nectar. They have been 
documented eating each other, caterpillars and pupae. 
There are some species of wasps, such as the female 
paper wasp– figure 8. who will chew caterpillars into 
small parts to feed their larvae. Most spiders are  
common predators as well. (Continued on page 8) 

Figure 1.  

Figure 2.  

Figure 3.  

Figure 4.  

Figure 5.  

Figure 6.  

Figure 7.  

Figure 8.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjQsfKXzuPWAhVDMSYKHRhUAloQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DmtZFCnIJB4g&psig=AOvVaw3xaj4jn_DUJ8xwUGGyVg8L&ust=1507640650144805
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-vNv00ePWAhVBwiYKHSw6BQ8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FAg%2FCritterFiles%2Fcasefile%2Finsects%2Fbugs%2Fseedbug%2Fseedbug.htm&psig=AOvVaw3SbYWDAByqe5Gny6q
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQj8z80uPWAhUGOyYKHTTkAmYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatsthatbug.com%2Ftag%2Fmilkweed-meadow%2Fpage%2F4%2F&psig=AOvVaw3nAatB4a_zTLbkdZu_aQPA&ust=15076421639564
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiD05WS1OPWAhVDRSYKHXadBqwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigbluebug.com%2Fpest-identification%2Fprofile%2Fpaper-wasps&psig=AOvVaw3OgAuOd27GpAQD27OlW454&ust=15076424
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Parasites can cause different levels of harm without killing their hosts, while  
others will. O.e.- Ophryocystis elektroscirrha– figure 9. protozoan parasite that 
lives in the monarch butterflies’ bodies and multiplies. The tachinid fly- figure 10 
is an insect who lay their eggs on many species of caterpillars. The tachinid  

larvae burrow into the caterpillars’ bodies and 
then eat them from the inside out. There are other 
species of flies and wasps who are considered  
parasitoids.  
 Scavengers and decomposers are  
important members of any ecosystem. They eat 
and break down dead tissues, making more food 
for the community. They include insects like ter-
mites, snails, slugs, sowbugs, and pillbugs.– fig-
ure 11. Fungi and bacteria are important  

scavengers and decomposers as well.   
 Some animals may be regular visitors such as mayflies– figure 12, just 
resting on milkweed. These animals are considered passersby. They do not eat 
any part of the milkweed or any of the other creatures in the community but, they 
can still become prey. 

 The milkweed community is incredibly 
dynamic considering how just the smell of sweet nectar attracts the concentration of 
nectivores and the herbivores attracts predators. This is only the beginning of the sto-
ry, the complexity goes much deeper. You can see that the monarch population is up 
against competition for the few plants available for them in the landscapes. If we 
continue to provide enough for the entire milkweed communities we will have 
enough habitat for everyone.  

Figure 9.  

Figure 10.  

Figure 11.  

Figure 12.  

Outreach & Education Continued from pg. 6 
Historic Weekend and Open House had 
the best weather for the many visitors 
who came to the island. Around 200 Boy 
Scouts came through the Wildlife Center 
to see what we had happening. Jan Ferrel 
was here from the Ohio Bird Sanctuary 
with owls, and Jackie was tagging  
monarchs in the back yard for the  
visitors.  
 
Jackie traveled to Kelleys Island and 
worked with the Kelleys Island School 
doing programing for a high school  
ecology club in mid September.  
 

Monarch tagging continued during September and the beginning of October, reaching out 
to 100’s of visitors while tagging during the fall migration.  

 
 
October outreach ended 
with a beautiful day of  
programing at the  
Wildlife Center  
organized by Amy  
Huston. The program 
was called Mad Scientist  
Halloween Lab. It was 
the first program we 
have had like this; and 
certainly we will be  
doing the program again 
next year! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjbwL2f2OPWAhUL4yYKHTiuBV0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net%2Ffigure%2F280287608_fig1_Figure-1-Ophryocystis-elektroscirrha-OE-infection-of-a-monarch-b
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjO3_mB2ePWAhUBWCYKHRbuC-8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.asktheexterminator.com%2Fflies%2FTachinid_Fly.shtml%2F&psig=AOvVaw1qrlzhOoonoi-DtNxeDZ_4&ust=150764369528901
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjAi9fM2uPWAhWIKCYKHSfnAu8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Finsect-identification.com%2Fget-rid-pill-bugs-house%2F&psig=AOvVaw1e6v3V2bmwOCKWlSljdanS&ust=1507644185791862
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXvaWR2-PWAhXGeSYKHd97BUUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fvideo%2Fclip-4368764-stock-footage-cu-monarch-caterpillar-hanging-upside-down-camera-tilt
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Dreams to Reality! 
 In 2013, the LEINWC set up a Building Addition Fund for which we solicited pledges and donations in the local Put-in-
Bay Gazette, the LEINWC Nature News, electronic media, from private donors, and from our Nature Camp parents. In addition, 
very successful fundraisers have been held every summer since 2013 at the Goat Restaurant organized by Wildlife Center staff 
raising $10,000 - $20,000 per year. To date, we have raised over $118,000 for our Building Addition Fund. These activities and 
additional pledges have allowed us to build our much needed covered porch! The porch has already proven its benefits. We have 
had school groups meet on the porch and learn about monarchs and the ecology of the Lake Erie Islands, business meetings, and 
a few great events. The porch will continue to be an important asset for us in future years!  
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

We are seeking assistance to help fund Phase II of the building 
addition. The total cost of this project is projected to be $177,289 
and we are still in need of $124,947 more to accomplish this goal. 
Phase II will consist of an addition of approximately 814 square 
feet that will offer new display space to educate visitors about the 
islands' ecology to provide space for a more hands-on and up-close experience at the LEINWC. The addition will also include a 
much-needed office and a library to support our work. This project will help carry out the LEINWC mission of promoting con-
servation and education about the local ecology of the islands for local residents and visitors. 

Pictures 

below are 

of the 

porch  

addition 

process 

Left & Above: The LEINWC had our Ribbon Cutting on 
August 13th. Many people from the community joined us. 
Brad Titchener– long time volunteer and donor and  
Jackie Taylor are pictured cutting the ribbon! Ribbon 
Cutting Pictures provided by: Susan Byrnes of  
Put-in-Bay Studios. 
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SPONSORS 
 

BLACK SQUIRREL 
Ken & Trish Kowalski  
Daniel & Lisa Kudlac 

Kristi Tabaj 
 

MONARCH BUTTERFLY 
Josh & Christy Noble  

Walter & Sue Duff  
Art & Suzie Otermat  

Dan & Deborah Palmer 
Margaret Tallon 

    
BALD EAGLE 

Doris Hubschman  
Lisa & Russ Brohl    

Yardworks -  Dan & Val Kowalski   
Valerie Mettler  
Mark Nemec  

Jim & Sally Duffy 
Julene M. Market 

Alan & Stacey Clink 
 

GENERAL FUND 
Kate Ptak  

 
NATURE CAMP FUND 
Chuck & Karen Edwards  

Craig & Annemarie Eriksen 
Josh & Christy Noble 

Melissa Ware  
Walter & Sue Duff 

Agnes & Dino Uszak 
Joe & Suzanne Kostura  

Mike & Michelle O’Donnell 
Joe & Roberta Scarpelli 

 
BUILDING FUND 
Jim & Sally Duffy 

Janicki Family 
Kristi Tabaj 
Bruce Miles 

Arbor Inn B&B 
A Quiet Couples Retreat 

419-285-2306 

www.arborinnpib.com 

 The 2017 summer staff 
was AMAZING! Thank you to  
Addison Torrence, Volunteer 
Brad Titchener, and Americorps 
Intern Samantha Newhouse! 
This was such a dynamic group 
of people who provided so 
much for the Wildlife Center!  
 It is hard to believe that  
summer is over, and we are  
changing gears and already  
planning for the 2018 season! 
We are thankful that we had 
such a great season of events 
and programs and happy that we 
have such a large support group. 
We hope to see everyone next 
year! 

Mary Ann Meyers 
Mary Kay Cosmetics  
817Westshore Blvd. PO 316 
Put-in-Bay, OH 43456 
Home:419.285.8485          Cell:614.565.6601 
www.marykay.com/flexibleflyers 

OVER 20,000 LITTLE LIBRARIES 
IN 70+ COUNTRIES 
The average Library receives… 

150 VISITS PER MONTH 

1,800 VISITS PER YEAR 

36 MILLION 
VISITS TO LITTLE FREE 
LIBRARIES ANNUALLY 
IF YOU HAVE BOOKS ON WILDLIFE OR  
RELATED TO WILDLIFE THE WILDLIFE  
CENTER IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW  
ADDITIONS TO OUR FREE LITTLE LIBRARY.  
JUST COME BY ANYTIME & DROP OFF  
YOUR BOOKS FOR OTHERS TO ENJOY.  

BEES AT THE WILD-
LIFE CENTER 
The LEINWC received  
funding for a honey bee hive 
from the ODNR– Division of 
Wildlife. Due to still unknown 
causes, the hive became weak. 
Our beekeeper decided that a 
new queen and worker bees 
should be installed in our hive. 
We hope that this change will 
upgrade our hive and provide 
educational experiences for 
visitors about these vital  
pollinators.  
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Your 2018 Sponsorship in the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center  

Is Very Important! 

Partnering with the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy and The Lake Erie Islands Historical Society, a Wildlife Center was estab-

lished through the purchase of a 1.2acre parcel of woodland and the gift of the half-acre Alaskan Birdhouse Museum.  This 

donation provided a headquarters for Nature Camp programs and a natural history educational center for the islands. In 

2012, we become an independent non-profit organization . We average 8,000 visitors per year, as well as several hundred 

Nature Campers, nearly one thousand attendees of our Wild Tuesday programs, and over 150 Road Scholar participants.  

The Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center is working towards a building addition to continue our mission  

“to promote conservation of and education about the flora, fauna, and lands of the Lake Erie Islands ecosystem.” 

 

Yes, I will continue my Sponsorship in the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center 

Categories  

_____Black Squirrel $15.00 Individual Member - Unlimited Admission into LEINWC 

_____Monarch Butterfly $25.00 Family Member- Unlimited Admission, 5% Nature Camp Discount  

_____Lake Erie Water Snake $100 Business Member- Unlimited Admission, Includes an Ad in Each Newsletter and a 

         Link on our Website, 10% Nature Camp Discount 

_____Bald Eagle $500 Life Member- Unlimited Admission, 25% Nature Camp Discount, Name on a Tile on the Eastern 

         Fox Snake that will be displayed outside of the building 

In addition to my sponsorship, I would like to donate to: 
Nature Camp Fund 

I would like to contribute $ _______________to the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center, to be used only for expenses and 

equipment related to the Natur Camp Program. 

Building Addition Fund 

I would like to donate $__________________to help build an addition to the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center. 

 Please make checks payable to (LEINWC) Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center   

 

Name: ____________________________________________Address:  ____________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:  ____________________________________    E-Mail:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

THANK YOU! 

Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center 

PO BOX 871 

Put-in-Bay, OH 43456 

All Donations are Tax Deductible.  
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LEINWC 
255 Meechen Rd. 
PO Box 871 
Put-in-Bay, OH 43456 
 
Phone: 419.285.3037 
Email: leinwc@gmail.com 
Web: lakeerieislandswildlife.com 

Printed by: Bostwick-Braun 

YARDWORKS, INC 
140 Mikes Dr 
Put In Bay, OH 43456 
(419) 285-2147 

First Island Son B&B 
419.285.4448 
Firstislandson.com 
 

Thursday, November 30th 
Christmas Bazaar    
From 3 to 7pm at the Town Hall 

Mark your calendar for 
local holiday shopping  
The Annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Thursday,  
November 30 from 3pm 
to 7pm at the Town 
Hall, sponsored by the 
Lake Erie Islands  
Conservancy and the 
Lake Erie Islands Nature 

& Wildlife Center.Local crafters and artisans are needed 
as well as local businesses with Put-in-Bay  
merchandise. If you would like to reserve a table or need  
additional information, please contact Susan Byrnes 
at byrnespib@frontier.com or 419-285-2306.  
Let’s make this year’s bazaar the best one yet! 

2018 Road Scholar Programs  
Offered on Put-in-Bay 

Lake Erie: Birding the Islands & Shores #12641 
May 6-11 

May 13-18 
 

The Spirit of the Lake Erie 
Islands:  

The Drama, the Beauty, The 
Science #1804 

May 20-25 
September 9-14 

September 16-21 
 

Photographing the Beauty of 
the Lake Erie Islands #21772 

September 23-28 
For more information about 

these programs or to enroll, call (877) 426-8056 or visit 
www.roadscholar.org. 

SAVE THE DATE 

mailto:byrnespib@frontier.com

